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The library currently has 4 active volunteers. Mary Lou Wall comes twice a week for almost 3
hours each day to transcribe the handwritten minutes of the HMS. This is slow and painstaking
work. Mary Lou refers to 3 dictionaries: a contemporary 19th century dictionary, a late 20th
century medical dictionary and a current mainstream dictionary. The handwriting is often hard
to decipher and spelling inconsistent. Mary Lou has gotten very engaged in the characters of
the physicians as they come through in their notes as well as in the cases they present. She has
already transcribed two full volumes and is working on the third.

Retired physician Richard Ratzan comes once a week to work on indexing Early Medicine and
Early Medical Men in Connecticut.
(Full citation) Russell, G. W. (1892). Early Medicine and Early Medical Men In
Connecticut. Rep. Proc. Conn. Med. SOC. Connecticut Medical Society, 148.
This is a fascinating work, but without an index it is very hard to research any specific name. Dr.
Ratzan has also gotten engaged in the stories of the physicians included in the book.
Miriam Neiman, a full-time librarian who is working on her archives certification is putting the
final touches on the finding aid for the newly processed records of the Hartford Medical

Society. The records are all in archival boxes with appropriate labels. The finding aid will be
online and will give context for the collection and an outline of its contents.
Surgeon Jim Menzoian comes for a full day on Tuesdays to work in the book lab. Thanks to his
patience and skill, a great many volumes now have their spines attached and can be opened
without difficulty. Also in book lab news, Jenny spent the week of October 24-28 in Morrow,
Georgia at a workshop on repairing 19th century cloth bindings. She brought home improved
book repair skills and techniques and some new tools as well. Jenny had the added pleasure of
running into Dr. Mick Bedard at the airport as she was leaving. A small world indeed!
Three diaries in the HMS collection have gotten lots of attention recently. These were written
by William Taylor of Barkhamsted, a farmer and teacher who kept the diaries between 1799
and 1830. Mr. Michael Day, who is a trustee of the Barkhamsted Historical Society, has visited
the HMS library 5 times over the course of the summer and fall. The result of his researches is
two feature articles in the latest edition of their newsletter: Squire’s Tavern Quarterly (see
below). As a result of these articles, a researcher who is a relative of William Taylor’s came to
the HMS library from New York City in September to do genealogical research.

